Refractory semantic access dysphasia resulting from resection of a left frontal glioma.
The existence of semantic access disorders is now well established, however the precise cognitive and anatomical underpinnings are still debated. Here we describe the case of a patient that became aphasic after the resection of a left frontal glioma. Detailed lesion reconstruction indicates that the lesion was mostly restricted to the left dorsal and ventral prefrontal cortices and the underlying white matter, but sparing temporal lobes. Critically, the patient showed all the signs of refractory semantic access dysphasia, supporting the association between this syndrome and damage to left prefrontal areas likely to subserve retrieval and selection mechanisms for verbal material.